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DR. MATTHEW P. DEARING is Assistant Professor of Regional and Analytic Studies at 
the National Defense University.  He has over 15 years of experience in the Department of 
Defense community, including research on international security and comparative 
political violence, with fieldwork in Africa and Afghanistan. As an ethnographer working 
with U.S. Special Operations and the International Security Assistance Force in 
Afghanistan, he has designed collection and analysis protocols for complex multi-methods 
research projects in austere conflict environments.  

His qualitative research findings and methodological techniques are published in 
scholarly, peer-reviewed journals to include: Foreign Policy, Studies in Conflict & 
Terrorism, Stability: International Journal of Security and Development, and Special 
Operations Journal.   

Dr. Dearing received a B.A. in International Political Economy from the University of 
California Berkeley; M.A. in Regional Security Studies at the Naval Postgraduate School; 
and Ph.D. in Security Studies at the Naval Postgraduate School. His current research 
focuses on the behavior of armed non-state actors and their influence in the process of 
state formation.   

 


