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Education 
 
• Ph.D., University of Hawaii (Manoa): Political Science (1991) 
• M.A., University of Hawaii (Manoa): Political Science (1978)                                                                                              
• M.A., University of Hawaii (Manoa): History (1975)                                                                                                              
• B.S., United States Military Academy: Engineering (1972)  

Research Interests 
 
• Military and Strategic Studies 
• Counterinsurgency 
• Counterterrorism 
• Violent Non-State Actors and Political Violence  

 
THOMAS A. MARKS is Head of Department, War and Conflict Studies (WACS), College of International 
Security Affairs (CISA) of the National Defense University (NDU) in Washington, DC. He completed his 
doctoral work in his home state of Hawaii, where for 14 years he was Chair and Professor of Social Science 
at Academy of the Pacific, a private high school, and – for more than two decades – a highly successful 
cross country and track coach. He has authored hundreds of publications, to include the benchmark 
Maoist Insurgency Since Vietnam, and served as the Oppenheimer Chair of Warfighting Strategy at the 
Marine Corps University (Quantico), as well as longtime adjunct professor at AFSOS (Hurlburt Field) and 
the Sherman Kent School (Washington, DC).  Dr. Marks came to CISA as a consequence of 9/11. A former 
army and US government officer, he subsequently worked as an independent contractor, including for 
Control Risks of London. This service involved leading a team that trained the Mexican Cabinet 
bodyguards and field service as operations consultant with a newly raised special tactics unit in Saudi 
Arabia. It may be added in passing that for a decade during the heyday of Soldier of Fortune, Marks was 
the magazine’s Chief Foreign Correspondent. He owes his uneven grasp of sound to a semi-successful 
effort to deflect an RPG-7 rocket with a head-butt.  


